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The History of International Students at MSCW 

 Before African American students began to be integrated at Mississippi State College for 

Women (MSCW) in 1966, international students were the only representatives of women of 

color at the college, though they were not very numerous.  International students at MSCW 

began to be integrated into the college during Dr. Hogarth's administration, which lasted from 

1952 to 1977.1  The international students who attended MSCW between 1960-1971 were mostly 

from North America, Central America, South America and Europe with Asian international 

students becoming the majority in 1972.  Between 1960-1973 there were no African international 

students in the Meh Lady yearbooks, which suggests that either African students did not apply to 

MSCW during these years or that they were applying but were not accepted at the college.  The 

data collected from the Meh Lady yearbooks between 1960-1973 shows that white and Latino 

international students were more commonly accepted at MSCW until 1972 when Asian 

international students began making up the majority of foreign students. 

 This project relied on the Meh Lady yearbooks to find international students.  The way 

that the international students were found was by going through the yearbooks and looking at the 

photographs of the students and countries that the students were listed under.  Sometimes 

international students that had previously or would later have an international country next to 

their photograph were listed as being from the United States, making it necessary to also look 

                                                         

     1 Bridget Smith Pieschel and Stephen Robert Pieschel, Loyal Daughters: One Hundred Years at Mississippi 

University for Women, 1884-1984 (Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 1984), 137. 
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through the photographs in the yearbooks.  For the purpose of this project, international students 

are defined as those students listed as being from a country other than the United States.2 

 Before 1972, the international students at MSCW seemed to be mostly from North 

America, Central America, South America and Europe and the overall number of international 

students was very low.  There were three international students in the 1960 Meh Lady yearbook; 

two students were from Central America, and the other was from Hong Kong.3  In the 1961 Meh 

Lady yearbook the international students grew to five; one was from Central America and joined 

Martha Zayala, one was from South America, one was from Turkey and one was Asian.4  There 

were also five international students in the 1962 Meh Lady yearbook; two students were new to 

the school from Canada and Puerto Rico and joined Lucy Munguia, Esin Maral and Tomiko 

Mita.5  In the 1963 Meh Lady yearbook there were five international students; there were two 

new students from South America and Puerto Rico who joined Esin Maral, Tomiko Mita and 

Gloria Ramirez.6  The 1964 Meh Lady yearbook was unavailable.  In the 1965 Meh Lady 

yearbook there were five international students; four were new to the school from Central 

America, Japan, and Turkey and they joined Tomiko Mita.7  In the 1966 Meh Lady yearbook 

there were four international students; three students were new from Central America, Trinidad 

                                                         

     2 However, as previously stated, sometimes international students were listed as being from the United States 

when, at other times, they had been listed as being from various other countries.  If this was the case they were 

included in the numbers of international students. 

     3 The students from Central America were Jo Anne Sorrell from Balboa, Canal Zone and Martha Zayala from El 

Paraiso, Honduras.  The Asian student was Virginia Leung from Kowloon, Hong Kong.  Meh Lady Yearbook 1960, 

University Archives, Mississippi University for Women, Columbus, MS, cited hereafter as UA. 

     4 The student from Central America was Lucy Jesus Munguia from Managua, Nicaragua.  The student from 

South America was Gladys Nava from Cabinas, Venezuela.  The student from Turkey was Esin Maral from Istanbul 

and the Asian student was Tomiko Mita from Shizuoka, Japan.  Meh Lady Yearbook 1961, UA. 

     5 The Canadian student was Wendy Wei Wei Chang from Montreal, Quebec, Canada and the Puerto Rican 

student was Gloria Ramirez from Caguas, Puerto Rico.  Meh Lady Yearbook 1962, UA. 

     6 The South American student was Sandra Nell from Maracaibo, Venezuela and the Puerto Rican student was 

Luisa Pomales Anglade from Guayama, Puerto Rico.  Meh Lady Yearbook 1963, UA. 

     7 The Central American students were Diana Martinez-Copeland and Sylvia Martinez-Copeland, transfer students 

from Monterrey, Mexico.  The student from Turkey was Nancy Lou Copeland from Izmire, Turkey and the Asian 

student was Mayumi Onuma from Japan.  Meh Lady Yearbook 1965, UA. 
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and England and joined Mayumi Onuma.8  There were seven international students in the 1967 

Meh Lady yearbook; three students were new from Europe and Central America and joined 

Diana and Sylvia Martinez-Copeland, Elizabeth Maberry and Mayumi Onuma.9  There were also 

seven international students listed in the 1968 Meh Lady yearbook with three new students 

attending the college, two of whom were from South America and one who was from Canada 

and joined Mayumi Onuma, Renee Sargent, Birgit Kuban and Elizabeth Maberry.10  In 1969 

there were five international students listed in the Meh Lady yearbook including two new 

students, one from Europe and the other from Canada who joined Birgit Kuban, Elizabeth 

Maberry and Andree Martin.11  In 1970 there were only two international students in the 

yearbook including one new student from Costa Rica who joined Andree Martin.12  In 1971 there 

were three international students in the yearbook including two new students, one from Australia 

and the other from Asia, who joined Glenalee Kretschmer.13 

 The data clearly shows that the international students who were accepted at MSCW 

during 1960-1971 were predominantly from Latin American and white countries, though some 

were from Asia.  During these years there were seventeen international students from Latin 

American countries, seven international students from white countries (Canada, Western Europe, 

                                                         

     8 The Central American student was Michal Paula Craig from Fort Amador, Canal Zone.  The student from 

Trinidad was Anna Lynn Prickett and the British student was Elizabeth Helen Maberry from Middlesex, England.  

Meh Lady Yearbook 1966, UA. 

     9 The Central American students were Diana Martinez-Copeland and Sylvia Martinez-Copeland, transfer students 

from Monterrey, Mexico, Lessye Katherine Robinson from Mexico City, Mexico and Renee Marie Sargent from 

Fort Amador, Canal Zone.  The European students were Birgit Luise Kuban from Frankfurt, Germany and Elizabeth 

H. Maberry from Middlesex, England.  The Asian student was Mayumi Onuma from Tokyo, Japan.  Meh Lady 

Yearbook 1967, UA. 

     10 The South American students were Edwina Louise Carlisle from Montevideo, Uruguay and Ruth Esther Beck 

from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  The student from Canada was Andree Martin from Montreal, Quebec, Canada.  Meh 

Lady Yearbook 1968, UA. 

     11 The European student was Marie Chandler from Hoerlaken, Holland and the Canadian student was Dorrit 

Marry Ann Chrastina from Montreal, Canada.  Meh Lady Yearbook 1969, UA. 

     12 The student from Costa Rica was Glenalee Ann Kretschmer.  Meh Lady Yearbook 1970, UA. 

     13 The Australian student was Sally Williams Phillips from Melbourne, Australia and the Asian student was Julia 

Ahmad from Selangor, Malaysia.  Meh Lady Yearbook 1971, UA. 
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and Australia), two international students from Turkey, and four international students from 

Asia.  In 1971, Julia Ahmad was the first Asian international student to attend MSCW since 

Mayumi Onuma in 1968.  It was in 1972 that Asian students began to make up the majority of 

international students at MSCW, which seems to mark an important turning point in the history 

of the international student body.  Before this year there were only four international students 

from Asian countries listed in the Meh Lady yearbooks during Hogarth's administration.14  

However, in 1972, all of the international students listed in the Meh Lady yearbook were listed as 

being from Asian countries.  In 1972 there were four international students, all from Asian 

countries.  Three of these students were new and joined Julia Ahmad.15  In 1973 there were three 

Asian international students listed in the yearbook, two of whom were new to the school and 

joined Shirley Chan, and one student from Puerto Rico.16 

 The year 1972 is also the first year the International Club appears in the Meh Lady 

yearbook.  It lists nine members in the organization, four listed as international students - Poh 

Choo Tan, Julia Ahmad, Angela Chang and Shirley Chan.17  The other students are listed as 

being from the United States.  In 1973 there were eight members in the International Club but 

this time only two members were listed as international students - Shirley Chan and Angela 

Chang.18  All of the members of the International Club for both 1972 and 1973 were Asian or 

Asian American.  There were no other ethnicities present in the club, even though there was 

another international student attending MSCW in 1973, Angela Boone, a Latin student from 

                                                         

     14 Virginia Leung from Hong Kong in 1960, Tomiko Mita in 1961-1965 and Mayumi Onuma in 1965-1968 from 

Japan and Julia Ahmad from Malaysia in 1971. 

     15 The Asian students were Poh Choo Tan from Selangor, Malaysia, Angela Chang from Taipei, Taiwan and 

Shirley Chan from Hong Kong.  Meh Lady Yearbook 1972, UA. 

     16 The two new Asian students were Suksri Sathayavibul from Bangkok, Thailand and Angela Jye Yu Chang 

from Taipei, Taiwan and the Puerto Rican student was Angela Boone from Guaynabo, Puerto Rico.  Meh Lady 

Yearbook 1973, UA. 

     17 Meh Lady Yearbook 1972, UA, 183. 

     18 Meh Lady Yearbook 1973, UA, 137. 
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Puerto Rico.  The data shows that the International Club seemed to be linked to the Asian and 

Asian American student body on campus. 

 Before 1972 and the International Club, there was an organization called Entre Nous Y 

Nosotras, which appears as early as the 1960 Meh Lady yearbook.  It disappears from the 

yearbook the next year but appears again from 1962-1970.  In the 1960 yearbook, Entre Nous Y 

Nosotras is described as an  

 ... organization of those linguistically minded students who formerly composed the 

 French Club, Entre Nous, and the Spanish Club, which united to form one organization, 

 thereby making a stronger and larger group.  This union of interests has enabled the two 

 groups of students to gain a better knowledge and understanding of the customs and 

 culture of France and Spain.19 

 

This organization mostly comprised of students from the United States but it frequently had 

international students in it.  The international students that were in Entre Nous Y Nosotras were 

mainly from Spanish-speaking countries, although two were from European countries where 

Spanish is not the primary language.20  In 1960 Lucy Jesus Munguia was listed as a member of 

the organization.21  In 1962 Gloria Ramirez was listed as a member.22  In 1966 Sylvia Martinez-

Copeland and Diana Martinez-Copeland were listed as members with Diana serving as the 

Spanish Vice-President in 1966.23  They were also listed as members in 1967.24  The other 

international students listed as members of the organization were non-Spanish speaking 

Europeans.  In 1967 Birgit Kuban and Elizabeth Maberry were listed as members.25  In 1968 

Birgit Kuban was listed as the Secretary-Treasurer of the organization while Elizabeth Maberry 

                                                         

     19 Meh Lady Yearbook 1960, UA, 112. 

     20 Germany and England. 

     21 Meh Lady Yearbook 1960, UA, 112. 

     22 Meh Lady Yearbook 1962, UA, 70. 

     23 Meh Lady Yearbook 1966, UA, 105. 

     24 Meh Lady Yearbook 1967, UA, 82. 

     25 Ibid. 
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was still listed as a member.26  In 1969 Birgit Kuban was listed as the President of Entre Nous Y 

Nosotras and Elizabeth Maberry was also listed as a member.27  The existence of this club 

suggests that the international students found language and language clubs as important places of 

support.  However, they disappear after the formation of the International Club. 

 Though the Meh Lady yearbooks listed international students in them, how accurate they 

are is not clear.  The HEW Reports filed in the fall of 1968 list only four international students 

attending MSCW while the 1968 Meh Lady yearbook has seven international students in it; these 

four students were also listed under full time students and as being from Puerto Rico in one copy 

of the report.28  However, in the Meh Lady yearbook there were no students listed as being from 

Puerto Rico.  What the HEW Reports requirements for international students were is not listed 

and it is possible that there were four international students from Puerto Rico attending MSCW 

in the fall of 1968 but they were not included in the yearbook for various reasons.  However, 

why the other seven international students who were in the 1968 Meh Lady yearbook were not 

included in the HEW Reports is not clear.  It could be because the seven international students in 

the yearbook were not full time students and therefore not included in the HEW Reports for that 

reason.  However, the real reason cannot be known from the documents that were examined. 

 According to the 1960-1973 Meh Lady yearbooks there were no African international 

students listed.  This is important because international students were accepted from every other 

continent including Asia, Europe, Australia and North, Central and South America.  This leads to 

many questions such as whether African students applied to MSCW during these years and, if so, 

why they were rejected.  Or were African students simply not applying to MSCW during this 

                                                         

     26 Meh Lady Yearbook 1968, UA, 88. 

     27 Meh Lady Yearbook 1969, UA, 119. 

     28 1968 HEW Reports, Box C94, Folder HEW Reports Filed in 1968, Name and Title of Respondent: E.A. 

Knight, Assistant to the Professor, University Archives, Mississippi University for Women, Columbus, MS. 
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time?  Since the college desegregated in 1966, race and segregation should not have kept African 

women from attending, but did they?  The yearbooks do not answer these questions directly but 

by looking at who was accepted during these years and what countries these international 

students were from, it is clear that the only continent missing from the list is Africa.  All other 

continents were represented and gained entrance into the college during these years except 

African international students.  Though the yearbooks cannot answer this question directly, the 

absence of African students suggests that they were excluded. 

 The data collected shows that the majority of international students accepted at MSCW 

between 1960-1973 were of white or Latina backgrounds.  African international students were 

not in the Meh Lady yearbooks for these years, which raises many questions as to if they were 

being purposefully denied entrance to the college because of where they were from.  The year 

1972 stands out as an important year in the international student history of MSCW because of the 

shift to a majority Asian international student body and the creation of the International Club.  

The degree to which Asian students continued to be a majority into the late 1970s, 1980s, and 

1990s is still in question.  This research reveals, however, that Asian students gained important 

ground in access to the college in the early 1970s. 
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