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Holding Off Admission from 1964-1965 

 The Mississippi State College for Women desegregated in 1966, but little is known about how 

segregation was maintained, especially between the year of 1964, when Congress passed the Civil Rights 

Act that outlawed segregation in public accommodations, and 1966 when the college finally 

desegregated.1 The admissions staff had ways of ensuring that MSCW remained a segregated school 

such as filing letters in folders titled “Letters From Prospective Students (Considered Wise Not to 

Answer)”. The admission counselors found out who was black from alumni participation or by simply 

having the student check a box describing their race. They also used their knowledge of the areas and 

high schools that the letters were coming from to determine if a student was black. Finally admission 

counselors may have assumed prospective students’ names to be cultural.    

 Prospective students of the M.S.C.W. relied on hard copy information, applications, and 

acceptance letters to become a part of the campus.  Many women received this type of information 

through the mail and admission counselors were in charge of sending out this information. Before 

integration occurred on the M.S.C.W. campus, admission counselors used many tactics to obtain a 

prospective student’s race. All the attempts to find out a student’s race focused on assumptions made 

by the admission counselors or alumni. These assumptions were based on where the students were 

from or how the students’ names sounded.  Admission counselors considered students with African 

addresses such as Kenya and West African as black. Students that were possibly black did not receive 

information from M.S.C.W. between the years of 1964 to 1966. 

                                                             
1 Education and Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 



 Throughout Dr. Hogarth’s files there are many admission folders but none are quite as striking 

as the one titled “Letters From Prospective Students (Considered Wise Not to Answer)”.2  These letters 

were mostly handwritten and asking for information such as what programs the college offered. Some 

of them asked for applications as well. Some of these letters were from different countries, different 

states, or in the area of Columbus, MS, but all of these letters had one thing in common: their race. 

None of these letters were replied to and there was no record that could be seen of these students 

being accepted after the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The question is how did the admission counselors know 

who was black? The files lay out a systematic attempt to identify prospective black students and to keep 

them from applying buy putting their request for information or application materials into the 

“considered wise” folder. The title of this folder was also known as the “dead file” which was basically 

trash and everything in it was not responded to. The methods admissions staff used to identify black 

women varied. Students with African addresses such as Kenya and West Africa were considered black 

and put in the “dead file”.3 Therefore it is certain that these black women did not receive any 

information or application materials from the admission counselors. 

In one file folder, there are postcards that have the college’s address and the high school’s 

address.  On the back of these postcards there is a list of things the college could send, for example: 

“undergraduate catalog, graduate catalog, summer school catalog” ect.4 On one post card, for the Rosa 

A. Temple High School in Vicksburg, MS, a person (probably a high school counselor) requested two 

undergraduate catalogs and several blank applications. On April 23, 1965, a note was placed on top of 

this notecard. The note states that this high school is a “negro high school” and placed in this folder.5 

There were two other letters with this same response in this file never to be answered or supplied with 

                                                             
2 Dr Hogarth’s files from 1964-66 Letters From Prospective Students (Considered Wise Not to Answer) 
3 Dr Hogarth’s files from 1964-66 Letters From Prospective Students (Considered Wise Not to Answer) response 
from Ayers 
4 Dr Hogarth’s files from 1964-66 
5 Dr. Hogarth’s files1964-66, Letters From Prospective Students (Considered Wise Not to Answer), response from 
admissions counselor Louise Terry 



information about the college. A list of some of the top students at Carver High School was sent to the 

admissions office, but was placed in this folder and the word “negro” was written at the top and 

underlined twice. 6 Although nothing else was found about these schools, one can assume that these 

letters were never answered by admissions. By identifying the segregated, black high schools, 

admissions staff could carefully avoid responding to such requests.  

 In one admission’s folder, there was another post card with a piece of paper that had three 

questions on it. The first asked for race. The second asked for their ACT score, and the third their CEEB 

Score.  The last two questions are rather important for admissions into any university, but race would 

only matter in a segregated school.  Although many of these were probably filled out with no hesitation 

one of these was blank. Written in ink the words “Valedictorian Sadie V. Thompson High School 

(colored)” are seen. 7 The only information about this student is her name, “Daisy Newman”, and her 

address. Admissions staff figured out who this student was and that she was “colored”.8 The admissions 

staff wrote a note to Dr. Hogarth dated June, 9 1965, stating the card was received in April and that they 

only found out some information on Daisy and nothing more. 9 Clearly, Hogarth was keeping close tabs 

on the work of the admissions office.  

  One way that admissions counselors figured out one prospective student’s race was by a 

letter from a “witnessed citizen”. Mrs. Roy L. Honeycutt, Sr. from Grenada, MS, wrote on September 28, 

1965, to the college about how she saw a letter from the Registrar addressed to “Miss Leria Tyler”. She 

explained to the college that Tyler is a “negro girl,” and that Mrs. Honeycutt’s purpose was to alert the 

college that it is sending information to a black woman. Honeycutt asks the college to “accept this 
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information in confidence”.10 The purpose of this letter is clearly to let admissions know who Tyler was 

and what her race was. Before that, on September 23, 1965, admissions received a letter from Leria 

Tyler that asked them “to forward necessary materials for admission” along with a list of students’ 

names and addresses.11 Both were placed in the “considered wise not to answer” file.  

 Along with information from citizens like Honeycutt admission counselors had other ways of 

figuring out a student’s race. One of those ways was by using their knowledge of the area the letters 

were coming from. Louise Terry, admissions staff, wrote on one letter from a prospective student that 

was from Washington D.C. Terry’s note stated “86% of the schools in Washington D.C. are negro”.12 

Using this information, Dr. Hogarth placed the letter and response in the dead file. Obviously admissions 

used geography skills and statistics to figure out the race of this prospective student. Admissions also 

thought that students were black because of their names. For example, in one letter sent by a student 

named “Caledonia,” the response Dr. Hogarth received from Louise Terry stated, “I am suspicious of this 

letter. Please note her name, Caledonia (sounds like a negro)”.13 No explanation is given and apparently 

Terry used her own judgment in determining whose name “sounds like a negro”. 

 Perhaps the most interesting and elaborate way that admissions staff identified the race of 

prospective students was by using the alumnae network. As one response to Dr. Hogarth about a letter 
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stated, “This person, Jewell Ryans, is a negro. This information was obtained from an alumnae in 

Joliet”.14Although it is possible that not all alumni “helped the cause” some did.  

 Sometimes it is unclear what methods admissions used to identify the race of a prospective 

student. On September 22, 1965 Miss Jimmye N. Coleman wrote a letter asking for information about 

the “social science major at M.S.C.W.”. The admission counselor added a note that was given to Dr. 

Hogarth, written at the top of the letter was, “This is a negro applicant.”15 How they knew she was black 

is unclear, however, there was nothing else presented about this student and the letter was placed in 

the dead file; never to be answered. 

 Admissions also received letters from African students requesting information and applications. 

A letter from a West Cameroonian prospective student asked for information about applying to 

M.S.C.W. On the letter, admissions staff underlined in red the statement, “West African School 

Certificate”. The letter was placed inside the dead file. 16 There were several more letters, written on 

blue paper, sent from African countries such as Kenya and Nigeria. Some of the admissions staff sent 

this to Dr. Hogarth with a note that stated “someone is behind these letters over there, I am sure.”17 All 

of these letters asked for information about the school and all of these letters were found in this dead 

file. 

Although admissions did ask every prospective student to mark a box to identify their race on an 

application, sometimes they had to use their investigation skills to figure out a student’s race. Whether 

they used alumnae sources or received a letter from a “witnessed citizen,” admissions staff tried to 
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figure out who to send information and applications to and who not to. Admissions identified students’ 

race by the high school and area the letters came from. They considered Africans as black and if 

prospective students sent letters from that continent, they were placed in the dead file. Sometimes they 

thought a student was black by the sound of their name. It seems that if there was a chance that the 

student was black, they would not receive any information from the campus from 1964 till 1966.  

  

  

  

  

   


