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 In 1966 Mississippi State College for Women (MSCW, now Mississippi University for 

Women [MUW]) opened its gates to the African American community and allowed six women 

to enroll in the college and attend classes. As the year 2016 approaches it will mark the 50 year 

anniversary of this moment in history though very little is even known. While this event 

desegregated the campus, it was not integration and it was unknown when this truly happened. 

To know when integration happened it might help to know the Faculty and Staff Bulletins, which 

were monthly publications, started to show evidence of integration by talking about black 

faculty, students, or staff on campus, race relations, or issues about race. The purpose of the 

bulletins were to keep the faculty and staff up to date about the items that were happening on and 

around campus so if they showed signs of integration it would be steps towards knowing when 

integration happened. 

 The Fant Library collection of Faculty and Staff Bulletins start roughly in the late 1960’s 

and went through the mid 1980’s. Debbie Mahoney, the editor for the Faculty and Staff Bulletin, 

discussed everything from fundraisers that were taking place, theater pieces, social gatherings on 

campus, and sporting events when the school had athletic squads. Almost twenty years’ worth of 

monthly bulletins were consulted.  
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With twenty years to look through only two instances where race, African American, or 

international students were even discussed were Sept. 19, 1977 and Feb.13 1978.1 The first of 

these references to any mention of race was a count of the international students that attended the 

college in the Sept. 19, 1977 issue of the Bulletin. It shows a list given to the Bulletin editor by a 

Dr. Jerre Cofied and it is a list of international students and the number of the students that 

belonged in each classification. It stated that there were 73 total international students in the 

college as of 1977. Of those nine were freshman, nine were sophomores, twelve were juniors, 

and twenty-one seniors, while seventeen of these international students were enrolled in graduate 

school. This showed that there was interest in these minority students and they were tracking 

them to an extent on campus. Nothing more than the numbers was given here.2  

The other account relates to an upcoming black history awareness week mentioned in the 

issue on Feb. 13, 1978. 3  It goes on to tell about the keynote speaker who was Margaret 

Alexander an African American writer and author of the civil war epic “Jubilee”. With bringing 

in keynote speaker of this magnitude and having more plans for the week that were not explained 

any more than they existed. It is still big that they have made the push forward to make this part 

of the culture of campus. This could be the beginning steps of integration of the campus.  

While these two examples are there they are far outweighed by the other part of the 

culture on campus. One of the most frequently mentioned items within the collection is the social 

organizations while others are sporting events. A great example is how the same issue of the 

                                                             
1 Faculty and Staff Bulletin, Special Collections, Fant Library, Mississippi University for Women, Columbus, 
Mississippi.  
2 Faculty and Staff Bulletin, September 19, 1977, Number 2, Page 2, Special Collections, Fant Library, Mississippi 
University for Women, Columbus, Mississippi 
3 Faculty and Staff Bulletin, February , 13, 1978, Number 17, Page 2, Special Collections, Fant Library, Mississippi 
University for Women, Columbus, Mississippi  
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Faculty and Staff Bulletin that held the black history week article also held the even larger article 

about the approaching songfest, and as well a basketball game that was that week versus 

Mississippi College.4 Sports were a constant within the articles in the Bulletin. Any one of the 

Bulletins could be drawn at random and have some sporting event listed in it. As with the issue 

on March 13 1978 which was drew at random from the collection where there is a scheduled 

tennis match versus the University of Mississippi.5 This shows that even though the steps were 

being taken to try to help integrate the campus as a whole it was being over shadowed by other 

events on campus. 

 Perhaps what is most surprising is the absence of any more than a small number of 

articles that had anything to do with any ideas of segregation or race alone. This makes it hard to 

draw any conclusion at all about what the faculty and staff thought about race. There is simply 

no records of any of the ideas running through the minds of the faculty and staff of the campus 

from the bulletin. Part of the emptiness might come from the dates of the bulletins, which pick 

up after the start of desegregation and at this point it was not their biggest problem to handle. 

Here it is noted that the dates picked up in the seventies which was after the first wave that ended 

segregation and that the bulletins might have help information when it was first starting to 

happen on campus. It is also possible that they might have sought another medium to discuss 

pressing issue with security and student safety. With no certain date to when integration 

occurred, historians can only speculate when it happened.              

                                                             
4   Faculty and Staff Bulletin, February , 13, 1978, Number 17, Page 3, Special Collections, Fant Library, Mississippi 
University for Women, Columbus, Mississippi 
5 Faculty and Staff Bulletin, March, 13, 1978, Number 21, Page 3, Special Collections, Fant Library, Mississippi 
University for Women, Columbus, Mississippi  


